


House of Giove and Ganymede 

• To the north-east of the Forum the Insula of the 
Paintings was erected in the Hadrianic period. 
This block consisted of a domus, the House of 
Jove and Ganymede (I,IV,2), and two 
medianum-apartments, the House of the Infant 
Bacchus (I,IV,3) and the House of the Paintings 
(I,IV,4).  

• The houses are arranged in an L-shape around 
a garden. To the east of the garden is a row of 
shops (I,IV,1). The block was excavated partly 
by Rodolfo Lanciani in 1878 and shortly after the 
First World War by Guido Calza.  





Commodus Period in the House 

• In the period of Commodus 180-192 A.D., the building was 
decorated with high-quality paintings. On the paintings a graffito was 
found which mentions the month Commodus: VII Kal Commodas. 
Commodus had introduced a month called Commodus (August or 
perhaps September). After his death the original name was restored. 

•  Therefore the paintings cannot have been applied later than 192 
AD. Unfortunately much paint that had been applied dry instead of 
'al fresco' has disappeared. In room 27 are depictions of Dionysus, 
Flora, Venus rising from the sea, philosophers, poets, and maenads. 
The central picture on the rear wall shows Jove and Ganymede, to 
the left of which are Leda and the swan. The figures seem to float in 
front of the panels that are meant to frame them. In corridor 29-30 
and in room 33 are aediculae on a red and yellow background. 
Sometimes tiny landscapes were painted in the aediculae. On the 
floors of the main rooms are geometric black-and-white mosaics, 
belonging to the first, Hadrianic phase.  







Jove and Ganymede 



 







San Giovanni e Paolo Domus 





 



 



 



 



 



 

Birth of Mithras, S. Clemente 



 



 



 



 



Barberini Tauroctony 







 

Barberini Mithraeum, Rome 

Cosmogeny Scenes 





The KOUROS Song 



You put your left foot forward just a 

little bit in front of your right 



You put your arms at your side, 

Hold your fists clenched real tight 



Come on baby and let’s do the 

Kouros tonight! 



Do the Kouros! Do the Kouros! 

Do the Kouros! 



If you want to dance with me! 



All the New York Kouroi do it, 

Whenever they get stoned! 



And if you’ve lost all your marbles, well 

they’re made out of plenty of their own 



So Come On Baby, Grab Your 

Peplos and Let’s Get Goin’ 



You Stand Real Still Like You’re 

Made of Starch! 



Then you Shake it up Good, 

in your Epigastric Arch 



Your Stereomorphic Body Keeps 

Moving All Night 



If Andrew Stewart says to do it, 

it’s All Right! 



And now my song is over, and I 

hope it’s brought Greek art to You! 



And though my song is lousy 



It’s still better than Ashley Simpson 

Could Do….. 



I’ve criticized her publicly, I hope 

and pray that maybe she won’t sue 



Let’s Do the Kouros, Do the 

Kouros, Do the Kouros 



If You Want to Dance with Me 



If You Want to Dance With Me 


