
House of the Faun,. Pompeii 

• With its 3000m² it is the largest house in 
Pompeii: built over a previous dwelling at the 
beginning of the 2nd century BC, its current form 
is the result of subsequent alterations. The 
entrance on the left leads directly into the public 
section, the door on the right to the private 
rooms: an atrium whose roof is supported by 
four columns, stalls, latrine, baths, kitchen. In the 
entrance is the Latin message HAVE. The ‘first 
style’ decoration, the floors of opus sectile, and 
the mosaic threshold (now at the Naples 
Museum) highlight the dignity of this house. 



Plan of House of the Faun 



House of the Faun 







Alexander Mosaic, Pompeii 



• Synecdoche                Tabula, Pinake 

• Buhnartig                    Setzkarton 

• Opus Vermiculatum 

• Schemenhaft 

• Auseinanderziehen 

• Verwirrend 

• Ausfuhrung 

• Tafgemalde 



Battle of Issus 





 



Horse Confusions 









Copying the Alexander Mosaic 

• In 2003 the International Center for the Study and Teaching of Mosaic 
(CISIM) in Ravenna, Italy, proposed to create a copy of the mosaic. When 
they had received approval, the mosaic master Severo Bignami and his 
eight-person team took a large photograph of the mosaic, made a tracing of 
the image with a dark marker and created a negative impression of the 
mosaic. 

• The team composed the mosaic in sections in 44 clay frames, trying to 
preserve the pieces of the mosaic in the exact positions they are in the 
original mosaic. They had to keep the plates wet all the time. Then they 
pressed a tissue on the clay to create an image of the outlines of the mosaic 
in the clay. 

• The team recreated the mosaic with about 2 million pieces of various 
marble types. When they had placed all the pieces, they covered the result 
with a layer of glue and gauze and pulled it out of the clay. They placed 
each section on synthetic concrete and then united the sections with the 
compound of glasswool and plastic. 

• The project took 22 months and a cost equivalent to US$216,000. The copy 
was installed on the House of the Faun in 2005. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=International_Center_for_the_Study_and_Teaching_of_Mosaic&action=edit
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=CISIM&action=edit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ravenna


Asarotos Oikos of Heraklitos in Vatican  





The Drinking Doves of  

Hadrian’s Villa 
• In one of the rooms on the upper floor of the museum of the 

Capitoline Museum at Rome are the celebrated Doves of Pliny, one 
of the finest and most perfectly preserved specimens of ancient 
mosaic. It represents four doves drinking, with a beautiful border 
surrounding the composition. The mosaic is formed of natural 
stones, so small that 160 pieces cover only a square inch. It is 
supposed to be the work of Sosos, and is described by Pliny as a 
proof of the perfection to which that art had arrived. He says: 

• “At Pergamos is a wonderful specimen of a dove drinking, and 
darkening the water with the shadow of her head; on the lip of the 
vessel are other doves pluming themselves.” 

• This exquisite specimen of art was found in Villa Adriana, in 1737, 
by Cardinal Furietti, from whom it was purchased by Pope Clement 
XIII.  





Capitoline vs. Naples 



Roman Domus, Rabat 

Galla Placidia Tomb, 

Ravenna, Italy 



Detail of Drinking Doves Emblema 





Villa of Cicero in Pompeii 

1764 and 1768 – Find mosaics in tablinum, copy Dioskourides of Samos 

Margaret Bieber, Gerhard Rodenwaldt- Die Mosaiken des Dioskourides von Samos 

Bühnartig effect and Opus Vermiculatum 





Aristophanes Play? 

 Ladies at Lunch 

• "The Consulting of the Hag", possibly depicts a 
scene from the "Synaristoi" by Aristophanes: two 
young women sitting at a table with a hag who is 
engrossed in the preparation of what may be 
love potions, assisted by a maid. The three 
sitting women wear masks. The characters 
seem to be indoors; the steps represented 
below and the wings above suggest a theater 
stage, whose depth is rendered by a dexterous 
combination of chromatic and chiaroscuro 
effects.  







Cybele Cult 

• "The Itinerant Musicians", represents a group of three 
metragyrtai, i.e. itinerant musicians connected to the cult 
of the goddess Cybele. Wearing masks, they dance in 
front of the door of a house playing a drum, small 
cymbals and a double flute, under the rapt gaze of a boy.  

• Cybele embodies the fertile earth, a goddess of caverns 
and mountains, walls and fortresses, nature, wild 
animals (especially lions and bees). Her title potnia 
theron, which is also associated with the Minoan Great 
Mother, alludes to her ancient Neolithic roots as 
"Mistress of the Animals".  





Cymbala Player 



Aulos Player 



 



 


