
Encaustic Painting 

• Encaustic painting, also known as hot wax painting, 
involves using heated beeswax to which colored 
pigments are added. The liquid/paste is then applied to a 
surface — usually prepared wood. 

• The simplest encaustic mixture can be made from 
adding pigments to beeswax, but there are several other 
recipes that can be used — some containing other types 
of waxes, linseed oil, or other ingredients. Pure, 
powdered pigments can be purchased and used, though 
some mixtures use oil paints or other forms of pigment. 

• Metal tools and special brushes can be used to shape 
the paint before it cools, or heated metal tools can be 
used to manipulate the wax once it has cooled onto the 
surface.  
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Fayum Portraits 

• Fayum mummy portraits (or Faiyum 

mummy portraits) is the name given to a 

large number of first to third-century 

paintings from Egypt. These are encaustic 

paintings, made with hot, pigmented wax 

on wooden, or in some cases cartonnage, 

panels, which were inserted into the 

mummies of the deceased.  



Cartonnage 

• Cartonnage is the term used in Egyptology and 

Papyrology for plastered layers of fibre or 

papyrus, flexible enough for molding while wet 

against the irregular surfaces of the body; the 

method was used in funerary workshops to 

produce cases, masks or panels to cover all or 

part of the mummified and wrapped body.  

• The plastered surface gave an even ground for 

painting motifs with greater stability than was 

possible with a linen shroud.  



Fayoum Area of Egypt 



The Faiyum 

• Faiyum Governorate is one of the 

governorates of Egypt located in the 

middle of the country. Its capital is the city 

of Faiyum, located about 81 mi (130 km) 

southwest of Cairo. It has a population of 

307,731 (2005),  



 

 

 Greece, South Italian (Apulian), Column Krater, c. 360-350 BCE, Metropolitan Museum of Art, NY. 

This vase provides a rare depiction of the actual painting process, in which the encaustic pigments 

were mixed with wax, and applied to sculptures. 

 



Jasper Johns 



Pagasae Area 



Hediste Stele, Pagasae Area 

Woman lies as husband looks, 

woman holds dead child at 

rear, another woman watches 

from doorway. 



St. Catherine’s Monastery, Sinai 

6th century A.D. Encaustic Painting 





White Ground Lekythos 



 



Parthenon Metope 
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House of Adonis 



House of Adonis 





Apollo Lykeios of  

Praxiteles type 



 







Pompeii, Mosaic Portrait, Museo di 

Capodimonte, Naples 



This work can be traced back to the first half of the 1st century A.D. and was found 

together with another similar piece in 1907, which is also in possession of the Museum in 

Naples 



 


